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•  Hugh Miles is an award-
winning freelance journalist and 
author, a presenter, producer 
and consultant specializing in 
the Middle East.  
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Hugh Miles 

•  Miles is contributing editor of Arab Media and Society, a 
media journal published by the American University in 
Cairo's Centre for Television Journalism. 

•  Miles was educated in Libya, at the Dragon School, 
Oxford, and at Eton. He studied Arabic at Pembroke 
College, Oxford University, and English Literature at 
Trinity College, Dublin.  



Al-Jazeera 

•  Switch on Al-Jazeera any time of day or night 
and superficially it looks like any other news 
channel. 

•  The anchors look much like they do in the 
West.  

•  The men wear suits and the women wear 
make-up and no veils, and while some wear 
headscarves others have plunging necklines.   



•  Everything in Al-Jazeera is in classic Arabic.  
•  Al-Jazeera’s principle operating time zone is Mecca time.  
•  Al-Jazeera’s news looks and feels like any Western 

news station. 
•  They typical rundown of stories is similar to BBC News 

24’s and, like the BBC, Al-Jazeera reports from all over 
the world. Its news does not focus on events in just the 
Middle East: stories from elsewhere often make the 
headlines.  
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•  Like all news agencies, 
Al-Jazeera buys 
pictures from 
international news 
agencies, like Reuters 
and Associated Press 
(AP), as well from an 
Arab agency.  
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Al-Jazeera 

•  If you watch Al-Jazeera for more than a few minutes you 
will notice one of the principle differences between it and 
other twenty-four-hour news networks:  

    how few advertisements there are! 
•  It is possible to watch Al-Jazeera for an hour and not see 

any at all.  
•  When they do appear, they are brief, and often cheap.  
•  Al-Jazeera has only about 40-45 minutes of advertising 

each day, compared with other 300 minutes of daily 
commercial advertising on CNN.    



•  Although news is Al-Jazeera’s central focus, it is 
broadcasts talk shows and a diverse range of 
educational programmes throughout the day. 

•  Al-Jazeera is broadcast from its headquarters in Qatar, 
which is lying between Iran and Saudi Arabia, like a 
mouse sharing a cage with two rattlesnakes. 
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Qatar 

•  Life in Qatar, for Qatar at least, is easy.  
•  Even if you don’t work, you are entitled to interest-free loans and 

a free plot of land from the government. 
•  Once you have spent your loan building your house, the 

government gives you $15,000 to furnish it. 
•  There is no income tax, and water, gas and electricity are free.  
•  Petrol is cheap and healthcare is also free, even is that involves 

flying you abroad for an operation. 
•  A Qatari government employee who retires continues to be paid 

the same annual salary as a pension for the rest of his life, so it 
is small wonder that after 10 years studying abroad, many 
Qataris choose to retire in their 30s.      



Al-Jazeera Slogan 

 
 

“The opinion… and the other opinion” 
 
 



A Seed Planet in the Desert 

•  Qatar is ruled by the Emir Sheikh 
Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani.  

•  Al Thani family is the largest of 
all the ruling families in the 
Middle East.  

•  The Emir and his new political 
team of young, Western-
educated technocrats belonged 
to a different generation, more 
open to political and social ideas 
from the West.    



A Seed Planet in the Desert	  

•  The Emir began to govern Qatar more like a managing 
director running a large corporation. 

•  Understanding the importance of privatization he quickly 
turned many institutions in need of quick reform over to the 
private sector.  

•  Unlike other Arab rulers, the Emir made a habit of 
explaining his policies and ideas, often speaking directly to 
the press.  

•  He has done all he can to increase Qatar’s position on the 
world stage, inviting Bill Clinton and Al Gore to Qatar, 
hosting the World Islamic and World Trade Organization 
conferences and soliciting major sporting events like World 
Championship motorcycle racing and the Asian Games of 
2006.         



•  Sheikh Hamad has plans to turn 
Qatar into an important regional 
hub, a kind of Arab version of 
Switzerland: rich, neutral and 
secure. 

•  Although Qatar is often cited 
today as a perfect model in the 
Middle East, its still not a 
democracy.  

•  Its not a police state either: it is 
an autocracy state subject to the 
whim of one man, the emir, who 
is unelected, and all-powerful.  
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•  The political system of Qatar is a constitutional 
monarchy.  

•  Qatar has a mixed legal system of civil law and Islamic 
law (in family and personal matters). 

•  To western eyes, freedom of expression is poor in Qatar.  
•  The Freedom in the World 2010 report by Freedom 

House lists Qatar as "Not Free", and on a 1–7 scale (1 
being the most "free") rates the country a 6 for political 
rights and 5 for civil liberties.  

•  As of 2011, the Democracy Index describes Qatar as an 
"authoritarian regime" with a score of 3.18 out of ten, and 
it ranks 138th out of the 167 countries covered. 
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A Seed Planet in the Desert	  

•  For example, the Municipal Council may 
decide traffic laws but it does not discuss 
the military budget or the Emir’s personal 
expenditure.   

•  Opposition is not tolerated and there is no 
real debate about how the country is run.  

•  In 1998 local Qatar newspapers 
published a letter from a Qatari religious 
scholar called Abdul Rahman al-Nuaimi 
which criticized the emancipation of 
women in Qatar, one of the government’s 
key policy.  





•  Nuaimi wrote that this trend was un-Islamic and that 
women political rights risked turning them into men.  

•  He was arrested and jailed nearly 3 years without trial!  
 

A Seed Planet in the Desert	  

With a word the Emir 
can change the course 
of the life of any 
individual or family in 
Qatar.  
There is no democratic 
forum for people to air 
their opinions.  
	  



•  Sheikha Moza is the 2nd of his 3 
wives, she has an important role 
in running the nation’s affairs.   

•  The royal couple rule almost as 
partnership: sometimes she 
speaks in public with complete 
authority while the Emir sits in the 
audience and watches.  

 

Sheikha Moza bint Nasser al-Misned	  



Sheikha Moza bint Nasser al-Misned 



Qatar 

•  By the 1980s, Qatar become a seriously wealthy country.  
•  Unlike the other Emirates, Qatar traditionally had never 

been a trade hub. 
•  The American-educated first lady decided that rather 

than competing with them she would concentrate on 
developing Qatar as a regional leader in education.  

•  E.g. paid $750 million for a branch of Cornel University to 
open a campus in Doha.  

•  Weill Cornell Medical College, Virginia University, 
Virginia University and the prestigious American think 
thank the Rand Corporation have all opened branchs in 
Qatar.       



Qatar 

•  Although women in Qatar still face discrimination, 
Sheikha Moza, has helped effect a dramatic 
improvement in their status. 

•  Women in Qatar vote, drive and make up 40 per-cent of 
the workforce.  

•  In 1999, 6 women ran in the municipality elections. 
•  Women account for nearly two-thirds of the University in 

Qatar’s and win most of the academic prizes.  
•  Qatar is still very conservative, especially when it comes 

to sex. The sexes are forbidden to mix, women women 
must be covered from head to toe when in public and 
other faiths are banned.        



Qatar 

•  Qatar is much richer per capita than Saudi Arabia. 
•   There are a lot of problems in terms of transparency, but 

as long as there is continuous prosperity most people 
are too busy getting rich to complain much about the 
authoritarian system.  



Media 

•  The new media, especially Al-Jazeera, have dramatically 
changed the way Qataris see the rest of the world.  

•  Local newspapers first came to the Middle East in the 
19th century and for years Egypt’s Al-Ahram was 
generally considered to be the finest Arab newspaper in 
print.  



Media 

•  That is why they use audio-cassettes very effectively to 
spread their their political messages.  

•  E.g. Islamic militants today disseminate messages via 
CD, DVD or audio files on the Internet.  

•  The 1960s brought transistor radios and then television. 
Illiteracy rates are still well over 50 per-cent in many Arab 
countries, especially among women.   



Media 

•  1970s and 80s saw the rise of regional newspapers in 
Arab world, but the problem of media was that it was all 
serving the government’s interest.  

•  In Saudi Arabia, for example, all the press is state-
controlled. That is why Arabs learned to distrust 
everything they heard, read or saw in the media. The 
media never investigated  or criticized, but simply 
promote the government, and what their leaders said.   

•  Whenever Arabs began to turn back to their state media, 
for example in terms of war, their trust would be 
disastrously betrayed.      
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Media 

For example, Egyptian national news still often looks more 
like the Mubarak family show.  







Media 

•  Angry telephone conversations and board meetings 
reveled that what had been made by “Cultural 
Sensitivity” turned out to mean editing anything with 
which the Saudi royalty disagreed.  

•  The BBC was furious, accusing Orbit of censoring their 
editorials and broadcasts, and breaking their agreement.  

•  The sudden closure of the Arabic channel left about 250 
BBC-trained Arab journalists, broadcasters and media 
administrators our of a job. 

•  120 of them signed up with Al-Jazeera.     



Al-Jazeera 

•  Al-Jazeera broadcasts 24 hours a day, has a large 
audience and is free in most places, especially in the 
Arab world.  

•  Its broadcasted from an Arabic capital, in an Arab 
country, and by Arabs themselves.  

•  Al-Jazeera was the first time Arabs discovered it was 
possible to have an Arab institution that they could 
respect.    



Al-Jazeera 

•  Al-Jazeere network now had 350 staff in Doha and 30 
international correspondents.  

•  In January 2001 Al-Jazeera launched its Arabic-language 
website, which carried audio clips and complete transcripts 
from the discussion programmes, all for free. 

•  My May 2001, the website was receiving 300,000 daily 
page views.  

•  In July 2001 alone, the site received more than 1.5 million 
visit and ten million page views.   



Al-Jazeera	  

•  Because illiteracy rates are high in Arab countries, 
newspaper circulation remains low and the printed media 
play only a complementary role in how most people 
receive their news. The television is the most important 
source of news.  

•  In Arab countries Al-Jazeera is free.   



•  During the past 5 years, Al-Jazeera has won a reputation 
for independent reporting that sharply contrasts with the 
state-sponsored news coming from other media outlets 
in the Arab world. 

•  Inasmuch as Al-Jazeera seems appealing to millions of 
viewers, it has also increased the anger of numerous 
Arab governments for its critical coverage of sensitive 
social and political issues. 

•  Al-Jazeera has been hailed as the only satellite 
television service in the Arab world to deal with issues of 
corruption and polygamy. 

The Al-Jazeera Satellite Channel (JSC) 















The Al-Jazeera Satellite Channel (JSC)	  

•  Al-Jazeera’s bold reporting of news and its provocative 
political talk shows have generated tensions between its 
host country, Qatar, and other countries. 

•  The channel had some of its regional bureaus closed down 
following critical reporting of domestic issues or events.   



Al-Jazeera came under U.S. 
State Department criticism in 
October 2001 following the 
airing of a videotaped 
statement made by Osama 
bin Laden in which he called 
on Muslims around the world 
to carry out “Jihad” against 
America. 
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•   In many respects, JSC’s handling of pan-Arab and 
international politics seems modeled on American-style 
journalism. 

•  Studies have indicated that a journalist’s self-perception 
as the person who decides what people need to know is 
deeply ingrained in the professional news community. 

•  Indeed, it has been suggested that the identification and 
dissemination of what is worth knowing is the 
journalist’s most basic and most vital task in a 
democratic society, where information plays a central 
role (Janowitz, 1975). 

The Al-Jazeera Satellite Channel (JSC)	  


